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Apoc.  Chapter  i. 


Sorrowfully  the  holy  women  repaired  to  the  sepulcher  of  the 
departed  Master,  carrying  the  spices  which  they  had  prepared.  Sad¬ 
ness  filled  the  hearts  of  the  disciples  assembled  in  the  dining-hall  at 
Jerusalem. 

Suddenly,  like  a  flash  of  lightning,  a  ray  of  unspeakable  happi¬ 
ness  illumines  all  these  grieving  hearts.  “  He  whom  ye  seek  is 
not  here.  He  is  risen.  He  lives  !  ”  Thus  speaks  the  angel  to  the 
inquiring  women,  and  in  their  souls  awakens  the  light  of  Easter  - 
Joy.  “  Go  !  and  make  it  known  to  his  disciples.” 

They  hasten  away  and  knock  on  the  closed  doors  of  the  hall. 
“Open!  He  lives!”  “Who?”  “Jesus!  He  is  risen!  We 
have  received  the  triumphal  tidings  from  the  angels  !  ”  Peter  and 
John  run  to  the  sepulcher.  They  examine  the  winding-sheets. 
They  are  empty.  No  body  lies  there.  “  He  is  risen  !  He  lives  !  ” 
is  also  their  jubilant  cry  to  those  who  are  awaiting  their  return. 
Already  has  Mary  Magdalen  heard  the  joyful  words,  and  she  weeps 
in  the  garden  while  she  adores  her  risen  Lord. 

The  disciples  returning  from  Emmaus  step  into  the  midst  of  their 
brethren.  “  He  lives  !  ”  they  exclaim,  “  we  have  spoken  with  him.” 
And  the  same  evening,  before  they  have  recovered  from  their  aston¬ 
ishment,  Jesus  himself  suddenly  enters  the  hall,  although  the  doors 
are  locked. 

Every  shadow  of  doubt  now  vanishes,  and  all  partake  of  the 
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Easter-Joy  which  illumines  the  breast  of  Mary  who  was  the  first  to 
press  the  risen  Lord  to  her  exulting  mother’s  heart. 

This  Easter-Joy  renews  in  all  their  trust  in  God.  But  how  dif¬ 
ferently  feel  the  hearts  of  his  enemies  and  persecutors,  when  the 
first  intelligence  reaches  them  through  the  horrified  guards  of  the 
sepulcher.  “He  is  risen!  He  lives!”  They  would  conceal  the 
fact,  but  a  mysterious  fear  takes  possession  of  them  at  the  bare 
thought.  “  And  yet,  if  it  be  true,  what  will  be  the  result?  ” 

Hear  now  the  application.  This  day  the  Holy  Church,  though 
surrounded  by  enemies  and  persecutors,  exultingly  sends  forth  her 
triumphal  hallelujahs  to  the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth,  and  rejoic¬ 
ing  proclaims  to  the  hearts  of  her  true  children  :  “  Be  of  good  cour¬ 
age,  fear  not,  Jesus  lives  !  ”  But  ye,  the  enemies  and  persecutors 
of  the  Church  in  our  day,  tremble!  Do  you  ask  why?  Jesus 
lives !  He  who  conquered  death  and  hell  will  protect  his  work. 
This  will  be  the  subject  of  my  Easter  meditation  in  the  year 
1875. 

0  Blessed  Mary,  in  remembrance  of  the  joy  that  filled  thy  heart 
when  it  throbbed  on  that  of  thy  risen  and  living  Son,  bless  the  words 
that  pass  my  lips,  that  they  may  give  strength  to  all  those  of  thy 
children  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  and  enable  them  to  fight  and 
to  conquer  at  this  time.  I  speak  in  the  name  of  the  risen  Jesus,  to 
the  honor  of  the  Almighty. 

Pierced  was  his  body,  pierced  and  widely  opened  was  his  Heart, 
blood  and  water  flowed  from  the  gaping  wound,  the  sure  sign  of 
physical  death.  How  glad  were  the  Pharisees  and  Scribes  and  all 
the  enemies  and  murderers  of  Jesus,  as  standing  before  the  cross, 
they  beheld  him  thus !  Undoubtedly  they  were  agitated  by  the 
awful  phenomena  of  nature  which  had  occurred.  The  sun  had  been 
darkened  in  the  midday  sky.  The  earth  had  trembled  under  their 
feet.  Many  graves  had  opened,  and  their  occupants  had  arisen,  and 
were  wandering  through  the  streets  of  Jerusalem,  accusing  the  Jews 
of  the  crime  of  murdering  their  God  !  The  vail  of  the  temple  like¬ 
wise  had  been  rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  There  was 
but  a  single  thought  that  had  power  to  quiet  their  apprehen¬ 
sions  :  “  Whatever  else  may  happen,  he  is  dead  and  we  are  free  of 
him. 

Yet  were  they  not  composed.  One  word  kept  them  in  suspense. 
The  word  he  had  spoken  while  still  living — that  after  three  days  he 
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would  rise  again.  They  went  to  Pilate  and  demanded  a  guard. 
“  This  impostor,”  said  they,  “  has  declared  that  he  would  rise  from 
the  dead.”  They  themselves  attached  no  importance  to  his  words, 
but  they  were  terrified  at  the  bare  possibility  that  such  a  report 
should  be  disseminated  among  the  people  and  be  believed.  This 
would,  as  they  justly  supposed,  make  the  last  error  worse  than  the 
first.  A  guard  was  therefore  placed  before  the  door  of  the  sep¬ 
ulcher,  but,  as  events  proved,  the  fact  of  the  Savior's  resurrection 
was  most  undeniably  attested  by  the  lips  of  the  soldiers  them¬ 
selves. 

Soon  after  midnight,  at  the  first  dawn  of  Easter-Day,  an  angel  of 
strength  descends  from  heaven  and  the  huge  stone  is  rolled  away 
from  the  grave.  The  earth  trembles,  and  Christ,  resplendent  with 
divine  light,  rises  from  the  dead  and  lives.  The  guards  gaze  on  him 
struck  with  terror  ;  they  flee  and  carry  to  those  by  whom  they  have 
been  placed  there — the  enemies  and  murderers  of  Christ — the  dread 
news:  “He  lives!”  “Who?”  “Jesus,  whom  ye  crucified  and 
who  was  buried.”  “  Are  you  dreaming  ?  Are  you  insane  ?  ”  ask 
the  Pharisees,  pale  with  fright.  But  the  guards  confirm  what  they 
have  seen  and  heard.  The  Pharisees  and  murderers  of  Christ  do 
their  utmost  to  induce  the  guards  to  lie,  or,  at  least,  to  keep  silence. 
They  give  them  money,  and  endeavor  to  keep  the  report  from  com¬ 
ing  to  the  ears  of  the  people.  They  themselves  do  not  believe  it, 
and  leave  it  undecided. 

They  probably  thought  they  were  right  in  acting  thus.  “  For,” 
they  may  have  said  to  each  other,  “  if  he  were  really  alive,  he  would 
appear  and  show  himself  publicly.”  They  supposed  the  ways  of 
God  differed  not  from  those  of  men.  They  considered  not  that  by 
the  very  manner  in  which  Christ  ordained  that  the  gospel  should  be 
preached — not  by  himself,  but  by  weak  human  beings — the  divinity 
of  his  Church  would  be  much  more  visible  to  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
investigating  world,  and  the  faith  which  he  had  founded  on  the  cross 
be  thus  disseminated  from  the  East  to  the  West;  not  by  force,  but 
because  those  who  accept  it  acknowledge  their  own  need  of  its  truth ; 
and  thus  it  would  give  to  man,  as  St.  Paul  remarks  of  himself,  occa¬ 
sion  to  partake  of  the  Savior’s  merits. 

This  the  Pharisees  did  not  consider,  and  they  remained  silent, 
hoping  that,  should  Jesus  not  appear  himself,  the  report  of  his  hav¬ 
ing  risen  from  the  dead  would  shortly  be  extinguished.  But  they 
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were  soon  to  experience  their  mistake.  After  fifty  days  came  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  the  assembled  disciples,  and  St. 
Peter  went  before  the  crowd  of  amazed  people  who  came  streaming 
from  all  sides. 

What  was  the  subject  of  his  discourse?  No  other  than  this: 
“  Jesus,  whom  ye  slew,  is  risen  from  the  dead  and  lives  !  Of  this  we 
all  are  witnesses.  Do  penance  and  save  yourselves;  for  there  is  no 
other  name  under  the  sun  which  can  save  you  but  the  name  of  the 
risen  Lord.” 

Anti  thousands  believed  ;  priests  and  laymen  were  baptized  on  the 
same  day,  and  became  incorporated  with  the  Church.  They  could 
not  resist  the  power  of  the  miracles  which  the  apostles  wrought  in 
that  day.  It  is  true,  when  evening  had  come,  Peter  and  John  were 
apprehended  for  it;  and  they  were  brought  before  the  Sanhedrim, 
or  tribunal  of  the  Jews.  All  that  was  asked  of  them  was  to  be 
silent,  and  not  to  speak  of  the  resurrection.  But  at  that  time  went 
forth  from  the  lips  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  John  the  declaration  of 
apostolic  firmness,  a  declaration  which  for  the  space  of  nineteen 
centuries  has  been  a  sufficient  answer  with  all  the  supporters  of  God 
and  his  Church  to  the  persecutors  of  the  same  ;  and  which  in  our 
days  re-echoes  with  all  the  strength  of  faith  throughout  all  Ger¬ 
many.  “  If  it  be  just  in  the  sight  of  God  to  hear  you  rather  than 
God,  judge  ye.” 

Vainly  does  persecution  endeavor  to  impede  its  progress.  “  He 
lives!  ”  is  the  watchword  of  Jerusalem  from  day  to  day,  and  forth 
wander  the  apostles  unto  the  confines  of  the  earth.  “  He  is  risen 
and  lives!  All  people  and  nations  shall  hear  it,  and  they  have 
heard  it.  “  He  is  risen  and  lives  !  ”  and  he  is,  as  St.  Paul  remarks, 
the  seal  of  the  truth  of  the  whole  faith.  “  If  Christ  has  not  risen,” 
says  the  apostle  to  the  nations  of  the  earth,  “  we  were  deceived  ;  the 
gospel  is  an  empty  word,  and  we,  if  we  were  not  sure,  nay  more 
than  sure,  that  Christ  has  risen  from  the  dead  and  lives,  we  who 
preach  the  gospel  would  be  the  greatest  fools ;  for  what  would  be  the 
fruit  of  our  labor  and  care?  Nothing  but  persecution,  misery,  pov¬ 
erty  and  death.  But  because  Christ  has  risen  and  lives,  our  faith  is 
true  with  all  its  promises,  especially  that  promise  which  remains  un¬ 
shaken.  “  And  thou,  Peter,  art  the  rock  upon  which  T  will  build 
my  Church,  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it.” 
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And  also  this :  “  Behold,  I  will  send  you  as  lambs  among  wolves. 

*  *  *  ’“  As  they  have  persecuted  me  they  will  persecute 

you  also.’’  But  “  Fear  not,  I  have  overcome  the  world.”  *  * 

And  “  Blessed  are  ye  when  ye  are  persecuted  and  defamed  fop  my 
name’s  sake.”  “  Bejoice  ai\d  be  glad,  for  great  is  your  reward  in 
heaven.” 

Yes,  Jesus  lives!  The  knowledge  of  this  is  the  pulse  that 
throbs  in  the  heart  of  the  Church,  and  tills  her  with  exultation  in 
the  midst  of  the  persecutions  of  her  enemies.  And  in  this  hopeful 
jubilee  she  joins  again  in  this  year  1875,  with  the  hallelujahs  that  re¬ 
sound  from  her  altars. 

But,  0  ye  enemies  and  persecutors  of  the  Church,  what  gives  to 
you  that  false  hope  of  victory  with  which  you  so  contemptuously 
look  down  upon  the  rejoicing  of  the  Church  ?  You  think,  perhaps, 
in  silence,  “Church  of  Christ,  rejoice!  Soon,  soon,  when  an  old 
man’s  eyes  are  closed  in  death — Pius  is  thy  last  pope— then  shall  we 
bury  thee  with  him,  and  thou  no  more  henceforth  shalt  sing : 
‘  Exultet.’  ” 

But  triumph  not  too  early,  ye  enemies  of  the  Church.  “  Jesus 
lives  !  ”  Tremble,  ye  persecutors  of  his  Church.  The  truth  of 
this  becomes  more  clear  to  our  minds  when  we  search  more 
deeply  into  the  principal  reasons  upon  which  the  enemies  of  the 
Church  build  their  confidence  of  final  victory. 

State,  0  Pharisees  of  Berlin,  and  all  ye  enemies  of  the  Church, 
what  is  the  foundation  upon  which  rests  your  proud  certainty  to 
overthrow,  to  enslave,  to  annihilate  the  Church.  I  will  tell  you. 
You  count  upon  your  military  greatness  and  might.  You  look 
upon  your  million  and  a  half  of  soldiers.  He  who  stands  at  the 
head  of  your  Government  prides  himself  on  entering  the  Senate 
Chamber  arrayed  in  the  uniform  of  a  cuirassier,  with  boots  and 
spurs.  The  united  spirits  of  Nebuchadnezzar  and  Sennacherib  seem 
to  have  taken  posssession  of  you.  You  say  with  the  first :  “My 
hireling  soldiers  shall  cast  you  into  the  furnace  of  persecution  and 
annihilation,  and  where  is  the  God  who  can  free  you  from  my 
hands?”  And  perhaps  with  the  latter  you  exclaim:  “God!  I  de¬ 
spise  thee  !  ”  It  may  be  that  you  think  with  a  crowned  blasphemer 
of  this  century,  “Providence  is  on  the  side  of  the  heaviest  artil¬ 
lery.”  But  you  know  what  happened.  The  Lord  gave  this  proud 
worm  of  the  earth  the  same  answer  that  he  gave  Sennacherib.  He 
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needed  not  to  arise  himself ;  he  only  sent  an  angel  against  Sennacherib, 
and  on  the  following  day  185,000  dead  bodies  were  lying  around 
Jerusalem.  Against  the  modern  evil-doer  he  sent  only  the  north- 
wind,  and  the  weapons  fell  from  the  soldiers’  powerless  hands. 

Had  the  Church  been  established  by  military  power,  and  had 
Christ  intrusted  her  to  be  shielded  and  defended  by  the  mighty  of 
this  world,  it  would  be  altogether  different.  Then  the  Church  would 
indeed  have  just  cause  to  fear,  as  even  among  her  crowned  children 
she  stands  forsaken,  and  may  complain  with  Christ  her  Founder: 
“I  looked  around,  but  found  no  one  to  help  me.  and  thus  have  trod¬ 
den  the  wine-press  alone.” 

The  Church  well  knows,  as  the  mystic  body  of  Christ,  that  there 
is  no  other  path  for  her  to  share  in  the  triumph  of  her  Founder, 
than  that  leading  to  Calvary,  and  that  she  has  with  him  to  solemnize 
Good  Friday  upon  earth,  to  rise  victoriously  on  the  day  of  judgment, 
and  with  him  to  celebrate  an  eternal  Easter  in  heaven.  Her  trust, 
therefore,  consists  not  in  the  power  of  the  great,  nor  in  their  armies. 
Scarcely  has  she  ever  placed  her  trust  in  them  without  experiencing 
what  thousands  of  years  ago  the  Holy  Ghost  said  by  the  mouth  of  the 
Psalmist,  namely:  “  The  kings  of  the  earth  stood  up,  and  the  princes 
met  together  against  the  Lord  and  against  his  Christ.” 

“But  the  Lord  laughs  at  them,”  and  also  his  anointed  Vicar  upon 
earth.  Jesus  needs  no  cannons,  no  millions  of  Prussian  helmets  to 
conquer  the  enemies  of  the  Church.  The  breath  of  his  mouth  will 
one  day,  as  tradition  tells  us,  annihilate  even  the  Antichrist.  He, 
the  Lord  of  the  angels,  need  not  rise  himself.  Did  he  not  say  dur¬ 
ing  his  passion:  “  Thinkest  thou  that  I  can  not  ask  my  Father,  and 
he  will  presently  give  me  more  than  twelve  legions  of  angels?” 
Twelve  legions!  And  yet  one  single  angel  would  be  enough  to  lay 
low  all  the  soldiers  of  the  world.  No,  the  Church  does  not  ask  for 
your  armies,  neither  does  she  fear  them. 

In  our  days  the  Church  finds  herself  no  longer  protected  by  a 
Constantine,  a  Charles  the  Great,  a  Henry,  or  a  Louis.  All  these 
have  passed  away,  together  with  the  high-minded  Ferdinand.  But 
Jesus  lives,  and  he  abides  wherever  there  is  a  tabernacle,  whether  in 
Berlin,  or  in  the  poorest  forest  chapel  of  Australia.  The  Church 
trusts  in  Him  who  lives  and  who  has  said :  “  To  me  is  given  all  power 
in  heaven  and  upon  earth.”  He  is  the  King  of  all  kings,  the  Lord  of 
all  armies. 
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What  gives  you  this  assurance  of  victory?  I  will  tell  you.  It  is 
confidence  in  your  smartness,  in  your  contemptible  cunning,  and  in 
your  diplomatic  skill ;  in  the  craftiness  and  cleverness  of  the  plans 
over  which,  with  the  help  of  the  secret  societies,  you  are  brooding, 
and  preparing  an  invincible  attack,  which  is  not  expected. 

But  rejoice  not  too  early.  If  the  Church  had  been  founded  and 
established  in  the  world  by  human  wisdom,  if  she  had  been  concocted 
in  the  dark,  by  diplomatic  combinations  and  stratagems,  if  her  sal¬ 
vation  depended  upon  this,  then  you  woirld  be  right,  then  would  the 
Church  to  day  have  reason  to  fear.  But  it  is  not  thus.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  as  St.  Paul  has  remarked,  the  gospel  appeared  to  the  children 
of  the  world  a  folly;  and  if  Christ  had  desired  to  spread  his  Church 
according  to  human  wisdom,  he  would  not  have  chosen  twelve  igno¬ 
rant  fishermen,  hut  would  have  addressed  himself  to  the  learned  and 
to  the  diplomats  upon  earth.  But  it  was  not  so.  Neither  does  the 
Church  to-day  expect  help  from  them.  Her  trust  for  victory  is  in 
the  knowledge  of  faith:  “  Jesus  lives!"  Hear  it,  ye  enemies  of  his 
Church,  and  tremble!  From  men,  and  from  the  Yicar  of  Christ, 
you  may  conceal  your  plans,  but  not  from  him,  the  Founder  and  Pro¬ 
tector  of  the  Church.  Before  his  eyes,  as  St.  Paul  testifies,  is  every¬ 
thing  visible  as  an  open  book,  whatever  designs  you  may  entertain 
and  bury  under  the  oaths  of  secresy.  It  is  the  eye  of  Omniscience 
which  looks  down  upon  you ;  that  eye  which  gazed  upon  the  victo¬ 
rious  Egyptians,  when,  with  Pharaoh  at  their  head,  they  pursued  the 
children  of  Israel.  Holy  Writ  says  that  as  they  perceived  this  eye 
in  the  heavens,  they  cried  out  terrified:  “The  Lord  fights  for  Israel; 
let  us  return.”  But  it  was  too  late,  the  horses  reared,  the  wheels 
fell  from  the  chariots,  the  waves  overwhelmed  them — they  were 
buried  like  lead  in  the  depths  of  the  sea! 

Listen,  ye  persecutors  of  the  present  day.  The  eye  of  the  Lord  is 
upon  you !  Return  before  it  is  too  late  !  Do  you  not  hear  from  afar 
the  roar  of  the  waves  that  will  bury  you? 

You  rejoice  in  the  vain  confidence  of  victory!  Do  you  ask  why? 
I  will  tell  you.  You  trust  in  the  power  of  the  laws  of  that  State, 
which,  in  your  opinion,  is  almighty.  Yes,  with  your  laws  you  forge 
the  chains  which  enable  you  to  confine  the  Church  and  her  servants 
in  visible  fetters.  In  your  opinion,  might  stands  in  the  place 
of  right,  and  you  trample  down  justice  because  you  imagine  there  is 
none  to  oppose  you.  But  listen.  Although  you  may  fetter  bishops 
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and  priests,  and  imprison  the  Vicar  of  Christ  in  his  own  palace,  the 
Church  herself  you  can  not  enchain.  She  is  the  body  of  Christ, 
free  and  independent,  because  Christ,  her  Founder,  “is  risen  and 
lives!”  He  will  one  day,  by  his  own  laws,  judge  thee,  aged  King, 
and  thy  Chancellor,  with  all  his  accomplices.  “From  whence  he 
will  come  to  judge  the  living  and  the  dead.”  Who  knows  how  soon 
the  arm  of  justice  may  seize  you! 

Read,  ye  crowned  persecutors  of  the  Church,  the  book  of  ancient 
date  by  Lactantius.  Every  one  of  the  emperors  was  overtaken  by 
justice.  Read  the  histories  of  the  present  day,  and  think  of  Cavour, 
Napoleon  III.,  and  others  whom  death  has  taken  from  earth,  and 
who  have  already  appeared  before  the  judgment-seat  of  the  Almighty. 
What  may  be  their  thoughts. to-day ?  Do  you  suppose  that  they  re¬ 
joice?  I  can  not  think  so. 

You  exult!  What  gives  you,  in  your  contest  with  the  Church, 
this  assurance  of  victory?  I  will  tell  you.  You  trust  to  your  influ¬ 
ence  upon  public  opinion ,  which  you  sway  by  keeping  the  press  in 
bondage,  by  falsehood  and  by  deceit. 

But,  0  ye  shameless  slanderers  of  Berlin,  you  permit  the  cloven 
foot  too  plainly  to  be  seen.  You  may  deceive  the  blind  masses  of 
the  people.  Men  who  think  and  examine  you  can  not  deceive.  Like 
modern  Pharisees, -you  stake  everything  to  make  the  world  believe 
that  you  are  the  benefactors  of  the  people;  that  it  is  the  Church 
which  opposes  their  temporal  welfare  and  improvement;  that  all 
would  be  happy  and  breathe  freely  if  relieved  from  the  oppression  of 
the  priesthood.  Your  actions,  however,  and  their  consequences, 
speak  too  loudly  to  blind  the  minds  of  those  who  think. 

The  Church  an  enemy  to  civilization  and  improvement!  The  his¬ 
tory  of  the  world,  especially  the  history  of  Germany,  confronts  you 
with  the  words,  You  lie !  What  would  you  be  to-day,  if  the  Church, 
the  Catholic  Church,  had  not  civilized  the  barbarians  who  overran 
your  country?  To  her  you  have  to  return  thanks  for  the  growth  of 
civil  culture. 

You  boast  that  you  have  drawn  the  sword  in  behalf  of  intellectual 
advancement,  and  you  pretend  to  fight  for  mental  freedom  against  the 
clergy,  with  its  depressing  ultramontane  ideas.  In  truth,  however, 
you  have  unsheathed  your  sword  against  the  acquisition  of  true  cul¬ 
ture,  and  fight  for  the  emancipation  of  the  flesh;  for  the  renewal  of 
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political  slavery;  for  pagan  Caesarism  and  barbarity,  which  acknowl¬ 
edges  no  other  right  but  brute  force. 

You  proclaim  that  the  people  shall  be  free  from  care  and  happy, 
forgetting  the  proverb:  “Under  the  Crosier  one  lives  well.”  Ask 
Rome  herself  under  which  of  the  two  are  the  burdens  of  the  people 
lighter,  Pius  or  Victor  Emmanuel  ?  If  every  people  should  advance 
in  the  same  way,  the  world  would  soon  return  to  civilized  Caesarism. 

Ye  unhallowed  laymen,  ye  would  reign  over  the  Church,  examine 
and  educate  her  servants,  and  even  dare  to  think  of  electing  her  new 
Pope.  Thou,  Bismarck,  with  thy  fellow-conspirators,  art  the  assailer 
and  usurper.  The  caricature,  which  appeared  last  year,  represent¬ 
ing  thee  in  pontifical  robe,  with  tiara,  adorned  with  the  Prussian 
eagle,  in  one  hand  the  May  laws,  in  the  other,  instead  of  the  key  of 
St.  Peter,  the  key  of  a  prison,  was  full  of  significance,  thou  self- 
made  Prussian  pope.  When  did  Pius  think  of  examining  your 
State  officers,  or  of  controlling  your  treasury? 

You  slander  and  defame  the  Church  and  her  servants,  when  you 
say  that  they  adhere  to  the  principle  that  “  The  end  sanctifies  the 
means.”  This  is  exactly  your  maxim — your  deeds  show  it. 

You  speak  of  the  encroachments  and  pretensions  which  the  Church 
assumes  over  the  State.  When  has  the  Church  taken  a  single  polit¬ 
ical  right  from  you,  or  a  foot  of  land?  You,  on  the  contrary,  have 
robbed  the  Pope  of  the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter,  and  you  call  this  an¬ 
nexation,  and  further  you  have  proved  yourselves  thieves  and  rob¬ 
bers  by  the  secularization  of  church  property  and  the  latest  church 
laws.  Shame  on  you,  thieves ! 

Christ  will  one  day  draw  the  mask  from  your  faces,  when  before 
the  eyes  of  the  assembled  world  you  stand  at  his  judgment-seat  in 
your  unscrupulous  moral  depravity!  You  lie  and  break  contracts 
and  concordats  according  to  your  own  free  will  and  pleasure ;  but 
Jesus  is  truth  and  fidelity.  He  lives  and  keeps  his  word:  “I  will 
remain  with  you  unto  the  end,  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  over¬ 
throw  my  Church.” 

The  time  will  surely  come  when  the  tidings,  “Pius  is  dead.”  will 
resound  over  the  earth.  How  you  will  then  exult!  But,  hark! 
Pius  is  dead!  Yes;  but  Jesus,  whose  Vicar  he  was,  lives ! 

Therefore,  children  of  the  Church,  join  your  Mother  in  the  re¬ 
joicings  of  Easter.  Fear  not;  be  of  good  cheer;  the  Lord  is  among 
us,  and  will  remain  with  us  forever. 
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Before  I  conclude,  we  will  cast  a  glance  upon  the  wonderful  re¬ 
semblance,  in  many  points  of  their  character,  between  the  Pharisees 
and  enemies  of  Christ  at  Jerusalem,  and  those  of  the  present  mo¬ 
ment  at  Berlin. 

I  see  upon  Calvary  imperial  soldiers,  Pharisees  and  Scribes.  Turn¬ 
ing  to  the  present  Calvary  of  the  Church,  I  also  see  imperial  soldiers, 
Pharisees,  who  are  the  heads  of  the  different  sects  and  secret  so¬ 
cieties  ;  and  Scribes,  that  is,  certain  learned  men  and  professors  who 
have  become  apostates. 

The  enemies  of  Christ  mocked  and  derided  him  upon  Calvary;  they 
called  to  him  and  to  the  people:  ‘  Let  him  come  down  from  the 
cross  and  we  will  believe  in  him  !  ”  But  they  were  not  in  earnest, 
for  if  the  Lord  had  descended  they  would  immediately  have  seized 
him,  saying  that  he  had  not  been  nailed  fast  enough.  In  the  same 
manner  act  the  Pharisees  and  enemies  of  the  Church  in  our  day. 
Filled  with  scorn,  they  call  to  Christ’s  Vicar  upon  earth  :  “  Let 

Pius  free  himself  and  overthrow  the  power  of  Sardinia,  and  when 
we  hasten  to  help  his  enemies  with  our  cannon,  let  him  drive  our 
armies  away,  and  we  will  then  believe  in  an  infallible  successor  of 
St.  Peter,  and  that  he  is  the  Vicar  of  Christ,  and  that  the  Catholic 
Church  is  the  only  true  one,  and  that  out  of  her  pale  there  is  no 
salvation.  But  he  can  not  do  it!  ” 

The  Pharisees  appealed  to  the  law  to  excuse  their  deicide.  Just 
so  act  the  Pharisees  at  Berlin.  They  forge  laws  against  the  Church, 
and  when  they  are  completed,  what  are  the  aim  ami  object  of  these 
laws?  Crucify  her !  Let  loose  the  thievish  power  of  the  State  ! 
Down  with  the  Church  ! 

The  Berlin  Pharisees  boast  of  their  loyalty,  and  affirm  that  they 
will  recognize  no  other  authority  than  the  Emperor.  Although  Jesus 
called  himself  the  son  of  Hod,  they  consider  his  authority  below 
that  of  the  Emperor. 

The  Pharisees  acted  as  though  they  were  diplomats,  and  de¬ 
clared  Christ  to  be  an  enemy  of  the  State.  “  He  stirreth  up  the 
people,”  they  said  ;  and  the  most  powerful  argument  they  used 
before  Pilate  in  order  to  force  him  to  sentence  Christ  was,  If 
you  release  this  man  you  are  not  the  friend  of  Caesar.”  That  was 
effectual. 

You  are  enemies  of  the  State;”  “  you  are  dangerous  to  the 
Constitution.”  That  is  the  summary  of  the  accusation  made 
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against  all  Catholics  of  rank.  But  we  reply  :  Not  more  so  than 
Christ  was  the  enemy  of  the  Bomans,  and  dangerous  to  the  State. 

But  be  truthful,  ye  Pharisees  of  Berlin,  and  say,  if  Christ 
should  reappear  upon  earth  would  the  Prussian  Government  al¬ 
low  him  to  wander  through  Germany  and  preach  as  he  did  in  Pal¬ 
estine?  Most  assuredly  not.  “  Lock  him  up,”  they  would  cry  ;  “  the 
man  is  dangerous  to  the  State  !  Away  with  him  over  the  boun¬ 
daries  of  the  Empire!” 

Here,  in  America,  Chiust  would  be  allowed  to  preach  as  he  did 
in  Palestine,  hut  not  in  Prussia,  although  the  Government  of  the 
State  calls  itself  a  Christian  Government. 

On  Good  Friday  Pilate  and  Herod  became  friends.  To-day  also 
men  of  the  most  opposite  character  and  views  of  life  join  hands 
against  the  Church.  Bismarck  and  Gladstone  ;  William  and  Vic¬ 
tor  Emmanuel ;  Doellinger  and  Pteinkins  ;  old  Catholics  and  Jansen- 
ists,  Catholics  by  name  ;  apostates  and  Protestants  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions  ;  Spaniards  and  Portuguese ;  Bussians  and  Tonkin  Chinese ; 
socialists  and  capitalists;  republicans  and  royalists;  against  the 
Church  they  are  all  banded  together. 

The  Pharisees  heard  from  the  lips  of  the  guards  themselves,  “  He 
is  risen  !  ”  They  heard  it,  hut  singularly  enough  they  sent  no  com¬ 
mission  to  investigate  the  matter ;  and  yet  it  was  of  great  import¬ 
ance  to  them.  No,  they  only  thought,  we  do  not  believe  it  and  at¬ 
tach  no  importance  to  it.  They  remained  thus  indifferent,  that 
they  might  crucify  Christ  a  second  and  a  thousand  times  should 
they  seize  him ;  even  though  after  every  time  he  should  arise  from 
the  grave. 

Just  so  act  the  Pharisees  of  the  Parliament  of  Berlin.  They 
sentence  people,  whom  they  call  dangerous  to  the  State  to  leave  the 
land  without  any  investigation  of  the  charge  against  them.  They 
do  not  wish  them  to  remain,  because  they  testify  to  the  truth  ;  they 
will  not  tolerate  the  Church,  and  always  accuse  her  anew  with  the 
same  injustice.  The  Pharisees  paid  the  soldiers  to  tell  lies.  So 
those  at  Berlin  pay  the  public  press  to  tell  lies.  The  former  ad¬ 
vised  the  guards  to  say  :  “  His  disciples  took  the  body  away  while 
we  were  asleep.”  Justly  did  St.  Augustine  scorn  the  simplicity  of 
these  liars.  “  So  while  you  slept  they  took  the  body ;  hut  how 
could  you  see  them  doing  so,  when,  as  you  say,  you  were  asleep? 
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Truly,  Wickedness,  thou  art  thyself  asleep,  if  thou  dost  not  recog¬ 
nize  the  falsity  and  absurdity  of  this  statement.” 

We  say  with  still  greater  reason  to  the  modern  Pharisees  :  Are 
you  asleep  ?  Have  you  only  dreamed  during  your  whole  life,  and 
neither  heard  nor  read  what  history  relates  of  the  Holy  Church, 
of  her  contests,  of  her  victories  ?  If  the  Pharisees  and  persecutors 
of  St.  Peter  and  the  Church  in  the  first  days  of  the  latter  had  rea¬ 
son  to  ponder  upon  the'  words  of  Gamaliel  :  “  If  this  work  comes 

from  God  you  will  be  unable  to  overthrow  it;  ’  how  much  more 
reason  then  have  the  Pharisees  and  crowned  persecutors  of  the 
Church  in  our  day  to  consider  these  words  and  abandon  their  evil 
designs  after  the  contests  and  continual  victories  of  the  Church 
during  eighteen  centuries. 

Or  do  ye  perhaps  think,  ye  great  scholars  of  history,  that  ye  are 
the  first  who  have  dared  to  attack  the  Church  of  Christ  and  the 
rock  upon  which  she  was  built?  Truly  the  Church  has  triumphed 
in  much  fiercer  battles.  Think  of  the  three  hundred  years  during 
which  almost  all  the  Roman  Emperors  drew  their  swords  against 
the  Church,  reveling  in  the  torments  they  inflicted,  and  in  which 
almost  every  Pope  confirmed  his  faith  with  his  blood.  Think  of 
the  days  of  Arianism  which  soon  followed,  and  in  which  the  Church, 
as  St.  Jerome  says,  found  herself,  as  it  were,  betrayed  to  the  Arians, 
so  great  was  the  number  of  bishops  who  fell  into  heresy.  At  the 
present  day  you  can  not  count  a  single  Catholic  bishop  among  the 
apostates.  Recollect  the  contests  of  the  middle  ages,  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  against  the  Church!  Think  of  the  Hohenstaufen  and  their 
evil  deeds  ;  of  the  great  schism;  of  the  desertion  of  States  at  the 
time  of  the  Reformation  !  Think  of  the  events  of  the  French 
Revolution;  of  the  imprisonment  of  the  Pope  by  the  great  con¬ 
queror  of  nations.  But  remember  that  out  of  all  these  persecutions 
the  Church  always  came  triumphant  !  And  she  rests  to-day 
by  the  definition  of  the  Council  of  the  Vatican  more  securely  upon 
Peter,  the  rock,  than  ever  before. 

But  to  you  all  this  is  as  if  it  were  not.  You  are  like  those  whose 
senses  are  clouded  by  sleep,  or  as  the  blind  and  deaf.  Truly  you 
deserved  the  picture  which  was  to  be  seen  in  the  streets  of  Berlin, 
that  picture  which  represents  Bismarck  endeavoring  to  raise  the 
Rock  of  Peter,  and  cast  it,  with  the  Church  built  upon  it,  over  a 
precipice.  Satan  approaching  him,  says,  “Well  done,  try  again  ! 
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I  have  tried  it  for  eighteen  hundred  years  and  have  not  shaken  it. 
If  you  succeed  1  will  abdicate  in  your  favor,  and  instead  of  the 
German  crown  I  will  place  my  devil’s  crown  on  your  head.” 

Finally,  true  children  of  the  Church,  fear  not.  Be  not  afraid  of 
these  blinded  persecutors  of  our  holy  Mother.  Courage  !  Join  in 
the  exultations  of  holy  Easter  in  this  year  1875.  One  thing  alone 
is  needed,  and  this  is,  that  “  Christ  should  rise  and  live  ”  in  our 
hearts  ;  that  we  be  in  the  state  of  grace,  living  children  of  the 
Church,  always  ready  and  armed  with  the  weapons  that  faith  be¬ 
stows  upon  us.  All  will  then  be  well.  Jesus  lives!  The  victory 
is  ours.  Persecution  can  only  heighten  the  merits  and  the  bright¬ 
ness  thereof.  After  the  contest  is  ended  on  earth,  after  the  downfall 
of  all  her  enemies,  we  will  celebrate  the  jubilee  of  the  triumphant 
Church  in  an  eternal  Easter  of  joy  with  Christ  in  heaven.  We  will 
join  in  the  grand  chorus  of  hallelujahs  in  honor  of  Him  who  is  the 
Founder  and  Protector  of  his  Church,  the  mighty  Conqueror  of 
death  and  hell.  Amen  ! 
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